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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this survey was -to sample a-portion of the Iowa

State Univers ity student poputa-tion- concerning -involvement in intramural

spor =ts and -related sportS interests._ The questionnaire method- of

collecting feedback from students concern-ing intrafnurals is important

because it is =the only tithe --non-_participants have input in- =the _prograth.

The questionnaire also allows =for the collection- of -mote in-depth

information:from- our intramural Tarticiparits-. _A- ;portion- f the survey

reSuttS can te related to intramural participation records and alSo-

-the operat=ion= -of the intramural- -program- in ,general.

PROCEDURE

A_ twb.=page questionnaire -was =constructed= :following a= general =mo_del-

of a similar type survey comple-tad! at the liniVersity of IfintiesOt

The questionnaire consist f =three :partS1 l== -.personal information=,_

en intramural sports,, and_ r_elatecl sports interests,. The survey-vas

-randomly distributed= =to -T159-= Iowa State :UniVersity students during --winter

quarter registration- and -= earl=y in==winter quarter by an Intramural-'s .Organization-

Physical :Education_ c=lass -.- The intramurais class divided-up the c-ampuS

the =bas=is of -living a-c-cortiodatiohs an-di-distributed: the questionnaires,._

The questionriaires -were collected- by the =class an-de returned-Eby olass

members. The results -mere compilled--=hy :key ,punching the information- on

cards f-or computer ,pr=int =out. _=A_O-opy_ of the questionnaire is attached

at =the -end of this report.



RESULTS

The quet;tiormaire was completed- -by 1159 Iowa State -University

students-. These included 6-14 men and: 529 -women-. The breakdown of

students -by- classes was as =follows: 311 freshmen, 2-8-7- sophomores,-

2-79 juniors,. 2-25 seniors and= 42 graduate students. This -class 13teakdOWn

was -representative of -the -L974-75 -enrollment -pattern= as --was the ma-le=

female count.

The -data- are -listed in =tabular form. =Each quest-ion- was broken= down-

in response -by male,= female,= and total:, ,(The ma-le + :female total -does

not -equal; the total =column: as some subjects E010= -ditl-nOt indicate their

sex4 =IV ±eto- -doluMfi, in== e-a-clv question- response -section= indicate& the

-fiumbet of respondents who did! mot =respond= to hat iparticuIer question-..

The :percentages -ca=loulated-. ill the -response section-mere =d-etermined==mkth--

the teroes incIud-ed: --the total,.._

Table 1

Question- It i-lave yolk-ever :p_articIpated! in organlz _ eainkindiv;idual
-clualz). intramura=l sp-orts_T

-Res goilses!::- -Men- =4,1omeh Totals
% ____112- ___%__ It %

yes
no, would like
no =interest
0

7.T--4= 2'5- I.-_ 807= 6 -_

12,.3: :101 1=924 -183== -15.-

=9;=.=6= -95 18:_0- 154- 1--

15=
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DISCUSSION

The data concerning Intramural Sports indicated some very interesting

results. Table 1 indicates that a very hie' age of the students

surveyed either participate (or want to pa. .pate) in -the intramural

program (85.4%). This investigator expected a high percentage as the

Intramural Program at Iowa State involved 64% of the male students

and 55% of the female students in 1973-74. The survey--, however,- refIccts

more participation= than--we -recorded last year =.

Tab-le 2- -reflects the -respons_eS -of/respondents indicating which

IM: sports they-:haVe ;played: It was intereSting=_ :that the most .corriclon-ly

indicated : Sports were team sports -(b-asketball,, -touch lootbaDl,,

VolLeybaIL,, Ice iht<key, --Water =r Iita=t4hith- apparently -contradictory- to

the apparent shift in interests to carry =over- Leisv.re timo gports

-HoweVer,- Table 3 concerns- sports that students_ writ to-play' and- =in= th -is

section= more of the' leisure time sports -(_tennis_,

han-dbalddracque=tballIsquash-,, swimming:,_ :table tennia:were see-ct

some team s= ports kbasketbeEL,, touch= footbaIL,, Teynal=1);

decreas-ed. This _general ip_attern-was itrue 'for both the -mere and` =female

respondents-

Tables 4- and! 5 .deaTt =with= most recent year of -intramural; 4 .*.tiO1-

ipation- and 'frequenoy of intramural ;participation. respectIvely.

percent of alel students surveyed! =indicated` that :they- had _pa rti--apated:

-1 :1974=3,5% -More mate Student§ :c58-61)--. in-dIc-ated: they, p_articIpated:

this year _when. c-ompared! to-female i(41-0a. -It =Large nuMber of

students :(3231), did --not resp_on-d: =to this quest=ion =._ These =dam hid:ix-ate



el our participants , articipate regularly -on an- annual. basis-.

zrequency of intramural participation (Table 5)- indicated- =that most

responden=ts participated once _per week 02-370 while increasing to

two participations per week decreased =the _percentage -by approximately

one-half (16,.470)_._ This proved- to be -true with both the mates and

-females, It can =be inferred -that mos-t p_articip_ants will pa= rtic -ipate

in only one intramural sport a-t any one giVen -tithe as most teams :play

one game per _week in_ preliminary :play and in the early -rounds of play -offs.

A- large number of respondentS -(502) did -no-t _respond: to- this question.

Table 6 summarizes -the respionseS to ,p_robebly the most important

question on the survey==teason( t_)== for not taking- part -( not More

particip_ation)-, intramural sp_orts:.- The major reason-- cited= for not

part=icipating (or tes_s .partici!pation)-. =was =conflict Vith.= Iass or

study (58z.-21).. This could- be -explained= ty the high quality student

attending Iowa State -and! ats ithe st =ress oh= sci=ence and -technology

Programs -which _put !heavy_ demands up_oti Students,. =a = prev=ious

ISU -Intramural survey =(3) Indicated= that Tate afternoon-cles-ses conflicted

with tete efternoon- -intramural sports scheduling=.- The second! major

confatot intramural = par=ticipation- =was -with-work t(2=Z,8%)==. -Mahy

students work part,time to meet their educational = expenses and prime

work hours would be late afternoon and early evening hours which would

limi-t intramural participation opportunities. The third highest conflict

with participation was not interested (-20.4%) which means =these

respondents simply did not desire either to participate or increase

participation. Other conflicts with participation were no =one =to



-

participate with (15.7%), distance from residence K11.870, transportation

2roblems (6.9%), conflict with dorm meal. (4.2%), and playing fields in

poor condition -(2 .3`a. The analyses for males and =females indicated=

the settle order of conflicts as -_was reflected_ in =the Lotal -breakdown.

-Participation in co-recreational sports (thal-es _participating -with-

fetnale-s)- is summarized. in Table -7-. -Most -respondents indicated -`that

they had _participated- -(-3-5.2-1) or -would like =to _participate -(36-2,70' in-

co;=_rec sperts. A larger =percentage of -women _partio-ipated (37-.170' in-

co=rec sports than -the men (34.-0'70_ -but more -men (3=9;._4%)- indicated: -that

they would= like -to- sparticipa te in: this !type -of .competition=coMparet

the -women (02=.-570_ This item-on--coi!rec sports tadlcs 13,a-t.tielpati-on.

redordt -whith- show =co4rec :participation- increasing - faster -than- =other

segments- of the in ,program-.

Another quest=ion= the author -.Was spetill ally very interested: in

concerned- =how student;s ohtained: intramural- sports information=-which-

presented= -in Table &. -As =expecte-c1,, the Iowa: State ((student

newspaper): -was the :nutnbet one source of -information: -selected-::by= the

respondents (,5 a.-s 70;=. =MOD:mates Intramural !Sage :_(2)-: appears =o

,weekly basis ih- :the :Deny, and= =is the ma=in= thrus t -in-. intramural- ;publicity.

-Intramural Managers- also was -indicated: as a: source -of information:by a_

large number -of respondents '(32=..31/:=)1,, :=foltow-e-d==eflosely

other :(2-6.._8701,_ Intramural 0ffice :(-12.i5 70;,_ and= =Intramura -1 = Handbook i(_1041370i.

The ;posters are 'blow=- ups of the :Mc0OhaId. -Page that are :posted= around:

-campus.. The =r- espouse to= the intramural managers =Wat surprising as thit

= investigator -fe=lt that this phase of out -effbrats ,waS not that =effeetiv_e-.



The "other" category would _primarily be word-of-mouth communication

among students_. The apparent lbw use of the Intramural :Handbook -will

-netes_sitate a- re-evaluation- of our efforts in that -regard-.

Data= on-financing of intramural sports at Iowa State is presented

in Table 9 -. These data indicate that -physical -education-budget -:43=.37/0)

and combined funding f=rom -- physical education- budget _plus student

intramural fee =09-.2_70-were identified- most often. 'Funding -by student

activity fee only was selected -=by- few respondents i(-_-1-7.570) i. The men

and women- responded_ in, -the same :pattern_ on- -this item. The most common

:other sources ,written, in,were athletic fees-i, ath=letic -gate -receipts_,

and intramural ip-articipation. fees,.,

This :part of the -discussion,concerns sec=tion_ three of the

questionnaire -which: asket-questions ,concerning related, sports interests-

The =first two questions -dealt with intercoTteglate athle-tic .prhgrams for

Men= ant-women= respeotivelr at Iowa, -State._ The same- quest=ion- =was asked:

in---each-case,_ but .c-oncerning--men-'s sports ((Table To* clE,womens

Sports _(- =_-Tab -le la._ :Each- ques=tion -:had- the same =three sub,:part .directet

toward: the respondents feellng- toward: intercollegia:;;e athlatic-s,_ The

Tie-sit:ion -concerning men's athletics -indicated= that =most_ -respondents- .V:0-970:

felt that thi=s :program was an integral ,part of the ,university. ,edutationaTty-

ahtracreattonaTly,_ Only T4.11 of the respondents leTt that men'=s

athletics- were out of stouth.--with-conteinp-o_rary- student values- -and- :11.-.17

=felt the - program was Irrelevant t -the :proper funOtioning-of the

university. The male and ,female =respondents -essantia=Tly respondedi In-=

the same -manner on T :three items, The :total re-sp-onse- indicates -a.



=

rather strong endorsement of approval for the men's intercollegiate

athletic program. The response -to this same question concerning women's

athIe tics elicited the same overall response on the three items-.

However,. -the _percentage of respondents that felt -the women' -s program

was an integra=l part of -the -university-, educationally and recreationally-,

dec-reased slightly :(61.9%) -f-rom -the same item concerning men's

athletics (70_.-9%)r. This -decrease can be explained by -looking at -the

-breakdown of responses of men- and- women to the item. Only 56-.4% of

-the men- responded_ aff irmatively to this item compa-red- -to 6-9=.8% of the

women -. ThIS indicates that some -mem for some reason,. that -woriletOS

ath-letic_s are Less important to -.the =functioning of the .u-nivets ity 'than

Merr'S athleti-c_a._ The -next two items this same question" show- a-.

similar pattern= of more -mem Indicating disap=provat of vomen"s athletics

than th-e women_ -exhibliteci.

The next question. involved' -summarizing fan support f the -various

-intercollegiate sports -which is summarized' in .Tahle 'Fan support

was defined= as 'purchasing a= ticket for a :particular sport. :As =expec=ted, -

intercollegiate lootb-aIL .waS the -rhost populat 4pott an

res-pondents .0ther =
popular sports were .baSketball '02-.X/02,=

wrestling "07,870__ lc-e hockey .clubj:16.:0 70- and- gymnast=ics ,(12;.'0%)1.- The

breakdown for -Men. and,-Women, tin. this questionvete similar to that of

=the men -except that gyhthasties -was more _popular than- wrest=ling and ic-e

hockey. TheSe -data_ indicate that a-. -large 'proportion, of the respondents

in_ this study,. regardless of seX,. are -very supportiv:, of intetc-ollegiate

athletic prog =rams as -wen -as =the intramural sports ;program._

15,



The last item on the questionnaire concerned other involvements

in following sports of any type is summarized in Table 13. Watching

sports on television was indicated by 61.1% (40.77. - hour per week,

20.4% - 5 hours or more per week) of the respondents. =Following sports

in the newspapers was indicated by 58. -L -% (37.0% - 1 hour per week,

2L.1% - 5 hours or more per week) of -the respondents while 26.9%

(19.77. - =1 hour per week, 7.2% - 5 hours or more per week) read sports

oriented magazines regularly. Listening to sports coverage or sports

oriented radio broadcasts was indicated by 21.0% 17.3% - 1 hour =per

week, 3.770 - 5 hours or more per week) of the respondents. The

breakdown of responses for men and women were similar except more men

followed spot-s in =the newspapers and magazines than did th women.

To summarize the related sports interest section, it apparent

that the students surveyed at Iowa State have involvement in= sports on

a number of=different` levels. 'They are involved direct partici-

pants =in the =intramural sports program. They also= support intercollegiate

sports through the purchasing of tickets as well as following =all =levels

of sports on television, nevispapers, magazines and on th radio. This

indicates that the Iowa State student participating =in= intramurals has

additional sports interests, especially with intercollegiate sports, and

these interests should - -be recognized and dealt with accordingly.

=CON_CLUSIONS

I._ MoSt students surveyed! -in the study-either :participate& in

intramurals or _wanted, to= garticip_ate =i n- =the iprogram,

16=



2. Team sports were most of =ten selected as sports the respondents

had participated in, but they indicated more leisure-time recreational

sports when they indicated sports they wanted= to play.

3. Most respondents participate in- the intramural program on an

annual basis and once per week.

4. The major reasons for not participating in intramurals (or

not more participation) were conflicts with class or study and conflicts

with work.

5. Most students surveye ither pa-rt-icipated or wanted to

participate Sill co,rec sports.

6. Intramural sports information was Ob ta ined by the respondents

primarily from the Iowa State Daily= (student newspaper), intraitutal

Managers, posters and by word,of-mouth coatriunication.

T. Soutees of =financial support for intrarautals were physical

education budgets and a combination =of student =fees and the physical

education budget.

8. Students= participating in intramurals were found to also be

supportive of intercollegiate athletics as well as having other levels

of sport involvements.
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I.

Your cooperation -i-s requested =for -thi-s survey concerning the Iowa State Uni-versity
Intramural Sports Program.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

The results -will -be -used to help- iMprove -the _program.

4. College in which you are enrolled:1. Year in School:
Frosh -L Agriculture
Soph 2 Education 2

Jr 3 Engineering 3

Sr 4- Home Economics 4-

Grad 5 Science and Humanities 5

7 . Sex: Veterinary Medicine 6

Male -1 Graduate 7

Female 2 5. Living Accomodations:
3. Marital Status: Dormitory

Single Frate-rnity 2

Married Sorority 3

Married Housing 4

Off-Campus 5

INTRAMURAL -- SPORTS

L. liaVe -On, -ever .
sports ?--

Yes !No:i_.wourdE

=organized:

Like

-,_(iteam-kindiv=idual4-dual+ = traniurail

NO -interest
Please circle the intramural
sports you have played:

PLease circle the =intramural sports
you want to play:

archery yes_ .no- _archery _yes no=

t-adthintona -YeS= no thadrifint-cin =yes -no

basketba,Ellifreethrows- yes- -no- baskethaiLWAfreethrows- ye S =no=

hattle=b-&-A-eef yes- -,no. battlei,_olTheef -yes -no-

bowling- yeS ha. bowl-zing- =yes no=

girOotbalir yes -.no- :bro-othbalt ye s- no-

canoe races yes- fio_, -canoe -races -Yes no-

=Cyclone- -500- =yes= .nO. ,ci_yciOn-e 500,- yes -no

=g01-1 -yes no= gOif ye-S no=

handb-alo1- ktacketba11-1 ua-sh- yes- ihandb-altldracketbcerlirsOaSh= -_y_es no

ice :thodkey yeS= =no- ice hockey= yes no
soccer es-- .no. soccer yes

so-ftbalt
swimming_

yeS- -.no,

y_e_S= =no=

Siottbalet
-swinffning

yes
yes

no-
no

table tennis -yes= no table tennis -yeS no=

tennis -yes no

-touch, foo-tb-a-11 =yes- -no= touch= fond:I-an yeS- -no

tra-ek_ =yes= -.no= tradk -yes -no-

=trap_ shoot y_e= trap= -Sho6t yes no

turkey- trot yes= -n-o-. turkey- trot -yes -na-

VoldeYball YeS- no -VOTEL=eyba-l!1- ye-S no
-water- Ep-61:6 yes. --=n-o- -water fpoIo= -yes no

=water :0--oTo_,, =inner-tube yet-
==rto=

water iPotcy,, -inner-tube-
-Wrestling.

=yes
yes

no
-no

-Other y=es no
-other yes no=



2 . Circle most recent year of any 3. Circle current frequency of intramural
intramural participation: participation (number of times per week

1974-75 1 in any intramural sport):
1=93_3-74_ 2

1972-73 3
4

-reason(s) for
sportsl_

Conflicts with work
Conflicts with dormitory meal
Conflicts with -class or study
Dis=tance -from residence
Transportation iprob Leta
No one to -participate with
=Playing fields in-,poor condition:
Not interested

5, Have you participated= in organized 6-.
co_!._rec -(men and= women =partic
ipating together): intramural sports:_

Yes
=NO;,, would; like 2=

No interest 3

1 - 2 3 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 more

not =taking ;part -(or not more participation) in intramural

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
YeS
Yes

No

No

No
No

No

No

No

No

Please -circle ,how you-obtain=
intramural spor-ts infbrthation:

-ISU Yes No
Intramural :Handbook Yes No

Intramural =Manager Tea No

Intramural =Office -Yes No

Posters Yes No

Other -Yes= :No-:

T.- :How should intramural sports lt-e :financed IOWA, =State?'
Physical -eEducation _Eudget Yes =-No

Student Intramural== ee Yes No

=Both -of above sources Yds No

Other ==(Speciffp); ___ ____

EEIATED,_S PORTS-INTERESTS=

1. Do you feel that intercollegiate sports programs = for men at ISU are:
an integral part of the university, educationally and recreational'
out of touch with contemporary student values
irrelevant to the proper functioning of =the - unive_rsi_ty

2. Do you feel that intercollegiate sports programs for _ women= at ISU are:
an integral part of the university, educationally and recreationally
out of touch with contemporary student = values
irrelevant =to the proper functioning of = the =universi =ty=

3. For which of the following ISU Intercollegiate Sports do you
football Yes No= gymnastics
basketball Yes= No baseball
wrestling Yes No hockey (club)
swimming Yes No

4. Do you have sports (intramural, intercollegiate, pzofessional) involvement =in

any =or all of the following: = (please rate each as follows: 1.1. =not at all;
2 - rarely; 3 - at least one hour per week; 4 generally 5 hrs/week or more)

Yes_ '14-

Yes WO-
Yea= No

Yes No-
-Yes -No= ,
Yes- =No-

urchase tickets?
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

watching -sporting= =events on television
=listen to sports-on: the radth-
read:sabout -aparts in:newspapers=
read: regularly -sports_ .orientedbmagazines


